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There are many websites suggesting the best countries to live in and which countries persons 
experience the most happiness. The data used by some of the more popular ones, such as the 

U.S. News “The 25 Best Countries in the World 

Gross National Happiness Report by the King of Bhutan 

United Nations Gross National Happiness index  
https://sdgs.un.org/partnerships/gross-national-happiness-index 

The Gallup Global Emotions 2024 report 

Human Development Index 

U.S. News “The 25 Best Countries in the World has 73 variables, such as GDP etc, that do not 
measure happiness or wellbeing. Likewise, the Gross National Happiness Report by the King of 
Bhutan measures other indicators such as cultural diversity and resilience, good governance. 
These variables and indictors can distort the happiness of individuals. Because of these distortion 
we have chosen to use the United Nations Gross National Happiness index. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gallup,_Inc.#Gallup_World_Poll 

The Gallup World Poll consists of more than 100 global questions as well as region-specific 
items. It includes the following global indexes: law and order, food and shelter, institutions 
and infrastructure, Emotions good jobs, wellbeing, and brain gain. 

Global report[68]  (by Gallup 

The Gallup Global Emotions 2024 report offers a snapshot of Gallup’s latest 
measurements of people’s positive and negative daily experiences. The findings are based 
on nearly 146,000 interviews with adults aged 15 and older in 142 countries and areas in 
2023. POSITIVE EXPERIENCE INDEX QUESTIONS 

 • Did you feel well-rested yesterday? 

 • Were you treated with respect all day yesterday?  

• Did you smile or laugh a lot yesterday?  

• Did you learn or do something interesting yesterday? 

 • Did you experience the following feelings during a lot of the day yesterday? How about 
enjoyment?  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gallup,_Inc.#Gallup_World_Poll
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gallup,_Inc.#cite_note-Levels-68
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The Positive Experience Index score is the mean of all valid affirmative responses to these 
items multiplied by 100. Country-level index scores range from zero to 100. Higher scores 
indicate that positive emotions are more pervasive in a country. These scores strongly 
relate to people’s perceptions of their living standards, personal freedoms and the 
presence of social networks.  

NEGATIVE EXPERIENCE INDEX QUESTIONS 

 • Did you experience the following feelings during a lot of the day yesterday? How about 
physical pain?  

• Did you experience the following feelings during a lot of the day yesterday? How about 
worry? • Did you experience the following feelings during a lot of the day yesterday? How 
about sadness? 

 • Did you experience the following feelings during a lot of the day yesterday? How about 
stress? 

 • Did you experience the following feelings during a lot of the day yesterday? How about 
anger?  

• Did you experience the following feelings during a lot of the day yesterday? How about 
loneliness? 

The Negative Experience Index score is the mean of all valid affirmative responses to the 
above items multiplied by 100. Country-level index scores range from zero to 100. The 
higher the score, the more pervasive negative emotions are in a country. People’s 
experiences with health problems and their ability to afford food are predictive of higher 
negative scores. 
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WORLD HAPPINESS
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Sources of World Happiness  https://www.datapandas.org/ranking/best-countries-to-live-
in#map hdro.web@undp.org 
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Quality of Living Around the World 2021 
 

Source: Human Development Index - UNDP Human Development Reports 
https://www.datapandas.org/ranking/best-countries-to-live-in#map 
 hdro.web@undp.org. 
  

Region Human Development Index 
Switzerland 0.962 

Norway 0.961 
Iceland 0.959 

Hong Kong 0.952 
Australia 0.951 
Denmark 0.948 
Sweden 0.947 
Ireland 0.945 

Germany 0.942 
Netherlands 0.941 

Finland 0.94 
Singapore 0.939 
Belgium 0.937 

New Zealand 0.937 
Canada 0.936 

Liechtenstein 0.935 
Luxembourg 0.93 

United Kingdom 0.929 
Japan 0.925 

South Korea 0.925 
United States 0.921 

Israel 0.919 

https://hdr.undp.org/data-center/human-development-index#/indicies/HDI
https://www.datapandas.org/ranking/best-countries-to-live-in#map
mailto:hdro.web@undp.org
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World Happiness Report 2024  
United Nations                                      

How Persons Report Their Level of Happiness: Measuring Subjective Well-
Being:  

The United Nation’s Happiness Report measurement of subjective well-
being relies on three main well-being indicators:  

life evaluations,  

positive emotions, and  

negative emotions .  

 

The happiness rankings are based on life evaluations, as the more stable 
measure of the quality of people’s lives. 

Individual Life evaluations.  

 The Gallup World Poll, is the principal source of data in the report. The Poll asks 
respondents to evaluate their current life on a scale of 10.  The best possible life 
for them as a 10 and worst possible as a 0.  

Around 1,000 responses are gathered annually for each country. Weights are used 
to construct population-representative national averages for each year in each 
country. 
 
Happiness rankings are based on a three-year average of these life evaluations, 
since the larger sample size enables more precise estimates. 

Positive emotions. Positive affect is given by the average of individual yes or no 
answers about three emotions: laughter, enjoyment, and interest (for details see 
Technical Box 2). 

Negative emotions. Negative affect is given by the average of individual yes 
or no answers about three emotions: worry, sadness, 
and anger. 

   Comparing life evaluations and emotions: 

• Life evaluations provide the most informative measure for international 
comparisons because they capture quality of life in a more complete and 
stable way than emotional reports based on daily experiences. 
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• Life evaluations are better explained by the diverse life experiences in 
different countries. The United Nations Happiness report shows in a chapter 
that emotions are significant supports for life evaluations.  

World Happiness Report 2024 
 

Rank Country or region Life 
Evaluation 

1  Finland 7.7 
2  Denmark 7.6 
3  Iceland 7.5 
4  Sweden 7.3 
5  Israel 7.3 
6  Netherlands 7.3 
7  Norway 7.3 
9   Switzerland 7.1 

10  Australia 7.1 
12  Costa Rica 7.0 
14  Austria 6.9 
15  Canada 6.9 
16  Belgium 6.9 
17  Ireland 6.8 
20  United Kingdom 6.7 

23  United States 6.7 

24  Germany 6.7 
27  France 6.6 
30  Singapore 6.5 
36  Spain 6.4 
41  Italy 6.3 
51  Japan 6.1 
52  South Korea 6.1 
53  Philippines 6.0 
60  China 6.0 

  
Source: https://www.unsdsn.org/resources/world-happiness-report-
2024/https://worldhappiness.report/   Finland has been ranked the happiest country in the 
world seven times in a row.[5][6][7][8][9]  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Finland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Denmark
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iceland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sweden
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Israel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Netherlands
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Switzerland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Costa_Rica
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Austria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canada
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belgium
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Republic_of_Ireland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Germany
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/France
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Singapore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Italy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Japan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Korea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philippines
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/China
https://www.unsdsn.org/resources/world-happiness-report-2024/
https://www.unsdsn.org/resources/world-happiness-report-2024/
https://worldhappiness.report/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Finland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Happiness_Report#cite_note-NYT-20180314-5
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Happiness_Report#cite_note-USN-20180314-6
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Happiness_Report#cite_note-7
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Happiness_Report#cite_note-8
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Happiness_Report#cite_note-9
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Source: https://www.unsdsn.org/resources/world-happiness-report-2024/ 

(212) 870 3920? 

 https://worldhappiness.report/ 
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Corruption Perceptions Index 2023 
 

Score  Country  Rank 
90 Denmark 1 
87 Finland 2 
85 New Zealand 3 
84 Norway 4 
83 Singapore 5 
82 Sweden 6 
82 Switzerland 7 
79 Netherlands 8 
78 Germany 9 
78 Luxembourg 10 
77 Ireland 11 
76 Canada 12 
76 Estonia 13 
75 Australia 14 
75 Hong Kong 15 
73 Belgium 16 
73 Japan 17 
73 Uruguay 18 
72 Iceland 19 
71 Austria 20 
71 France 21 
71 Seychelles 22 
71 United Kingdo 23 
69 Barbados 24 
69 United States of America 25 

Source: https://www.transparency.org/en/cpi/2023 
Transparency International Phone +49 30 3438 200, EmailOffices in Berlin Germany and 
Brussels, Belgium. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.transparency.org/en/cpi/2023
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Source: https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/income-inequality-by-
country 
Also  https://wir2022.wid.world/www-site/uploads/2022/03/0098-
21_WIL_RIM_RAPPORT_A4.pdf 
 
GINI Coefficient is calculated as the expected gap as a share of twice the mean income. 
Twice the mean income is the highest possible value for the average gap — a situation of 
perfect inequality, where one person has all the income and everyone else has none.2 So in 
this case of maximum inequality, the Gini coefficient is 1. 
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GINI Coefficient World Rank

https://wir2022.wid.world/www-site/uploads/2022/03/0098-21_WIL_RIM_RAPPORT_A4.pdf
https://wir2022.wid.world/www-site/uploads/2022/03/0098-21_WIL_RIM_RAPPORT_A4.pdf
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Income Inequality by Country 2024 
(Higher Numbers greater inequality) 

Country GINI Coefficient World Rank 
GINI Coefficient CIA Fact 
Book 

South Africa 63 63 
Brazil 53 49 
Costa Rica 47 49 
United States 40 42 
Israel 39 39 
China 37 38 
Russia 36 36 
Italy 35 35 
Spain 35 34 
Australia 34 34 
India 34 36 
Switzerland 33 33 
Japan 33 33 
United Kingdom 33 35 
Germany 32 32 
Canada 32 33 
South Korea 31 31 
France 31 32 
Austria 30 30 
Sweden 29 29 
Denmark 28 28 
Finland 27 28 
Netherlands 26 29 
Belgium 26 27 
Taiwan  34 
Singapore  46 

 
Source: https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/income-inequality-by-
country 
Also  https://wir2022.wid.world/www-site/uploads/2022/03/0098-
21_WIL_RIM_RAPPORT_A4.pdf 
 
GINI Coefficient is calculated as the expected gap as a share of twice the mean income. 
Twice the mean income is the highest possible value for the average gap — a situation of 
perfect inequality, where one person has all the income and everyone else has none.2 So in 
this case of maximum inequality, the Gini coefficient is 1. 

  

https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/south-africa
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/brazil
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/costa-rica
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/united-states
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/israel
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/china
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/russia
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/italy
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/spain
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/australia
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/india
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/switzerland
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/japan
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/united-kingdom
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/germany
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/canada
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/south-korea
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/france
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/austria
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/sweden
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/denmark
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/finland
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/netherlands
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/belgium
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/taiwan
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/singapore
https://wir2022.wid.world/www-site/uploads/2022/03/0098-21_WIL_RIM_RAPPORT_A4.pdf
https://wir2022.wid.world/www-site/uploads/2022/03/0098-21_WIL_RIM_RAPPORT_A4.pdf
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COUNTRIES WITH FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION   
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Sources 
1. Freedom of Expression - Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance 
2. 2023 World Press Freedom Index - RSF 
3. Global Support for Principle of Free Expression, but Opposition to Some Forms of Speech 
- Pew Research 
4. Who Cares About Free Speech? - Justitia/Colombia University/Aarhus University 
5. Publics satisfied with free speech - Pew Research 
6. Freedom of speech: which country has the most? - World Economic Forum 
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Countries with Freedom of Expression 2022 
 

Country Freedom of Expression Score 2022 
Denmark 0.93 
New Zealand 0.92 
Finland 0.87 
Switzerland 0.87 
Costa Rica 0.84 
Germany 0.83 
Canada 0.8 
United Kingdom 0.79 
Taiwan 0.79 
Netherlands 0.79 
Belgium 0.79 
Spain 0.78 
France 0.78 
India 0.45 
Venezuela 0.3 
Russia 0.3 
China 0.13 

Sources 
1. Freedom of Expression - Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance 
2. 2023 World Press Freedom Index - RSF 
3. Global Support for Principle of Free Expression, but Opposition to Some Forms of Speech 
- Pew Research 
4. Who Cares About Free Speech? - Justitia/Colombia University/Aarhus University 
5. Publics satisfied with free speech - Pew Research 
6. Freedom of speech: which country has the most? - World Economic Forum 
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COUNTRIES WITH FREEDOM OF PRESS  

2023 
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Sources 
1. Freedom of Expression - Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance 
2. 2023 World Press Freedom Index - RSF 
3. Global Support for Principle of Free Expression, but Opposition to Some Forms of 
Speech - Pew Research 
4. Who Cares About Free Speech? - Justitia/Colombia University/Aarhus University 
5. Publics satisfied with free speech - Pew Research  
6. Freedom of speech: which country has the most? - World Economic Forum 
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Countries with Freedom of Press 2023 
 

Country Free Press 2023 
Norway 95 
Denmark 89 
Sweden 88 
Finland 88 
Netherlands 87 
Switzerland 84 
New Zealand 84 
Canada 84 
Germany 82 
Costa Rica 80 
France 79 
United Kingdom 79 
Austria 77 
Belgium 76 
Taiwan 76 
Spain 75 
Italy 72 
United States 71 
South Korea 71 
Japan 64 
Hungary 63 
Venezuela 37 
India 37 
Russia 35 
China 23 

 

Sources 
1. Freedom of Expression - Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance 
2. 2023 World Press Freedom Index - RSF 
3. Global Support for Principle of Free Expression, but Opposition to Some Forms of 
Speech - Pew Research 
4. Who Cares About Free Speech? - Justitia/Colombia University/Aarhus University 
5. Publics satisfied with free speech - Pew Research  
6. Freedom of speech: which country has the most? - World Economic Forum 
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COUNTRIES WITH FREEDOM OF SPEECH   
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Sources 
1. Freedom of Expression - Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance 
2. 2023 World Press Freedom Index - RSF 
3. Global Support for Principle of Free Expression, but Opposition to Some Forms of 
Speech - Pew Research 
4. Who Cares About Free Speech? - Justitia/Colombia University/Aarhus University 
5. Publics satisfied with free speech - Pew Research 
6. Freedom of speech: which country has the most? - World Economic Forum 
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Countries with Freedom of Speech 2024 
 

Country Free Press 2023 
Norway 95 
Denmark 89 
Sweden 88 
Finland 88 
Netherlands 87 
Switzerland 84 
New Zealand 84 
Canada 84 
Germany 82 
Costa Rica 80 
France 79 
United Kingdom 79 
Austria 77 
Belgium 76 
Taiwan 76 
Spain 75 
Italy 72 
United States 71 
South Korea 71 
Japan 64 
Hungary 63 
Venezuela 37 
India 37 
Russia 35 
China 23 

 
Sources 
1. Freedom of Expression - Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance 
2. 2023 World Press Freedom Index - RSF 
3. Global Support for Principle of Free Expression, but Opposition to Some Forms of 
Speech - Pew Research 
4. Who Cares About Free Speech? - Justitia/Colombia University/Aarhus University 
5. Publics satisfied with free speech - Pew Research 
6. Freedom of speech: which country has the most? - World Economic Forum 
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COUNTRIES WITH UNIVERSAL HEALTHCARE   
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Countries with Universal Healthcare 2024 
 

Country Healthcare Index Country Healthcare Index 
Canada 91 Denmark 82 
South Korea 89 China 81 
Singapore 89 Costa Rica 81 
Iceland 89 Cyprus 81 
Germany 88 Brazil 80 
United Kingdom 88 Croatia 80 
Portugal 88 Argentina 79 
Australia 87 Kuwait 78 
Norway 87 Brunei 78 
Belgium 86 Greece 77 
Switzerland 86 Turkey 76 
Finland 86 Malaysia 76 
France 85 Bahrain 76 

Spain 85 Trinidad and 
Tobago 75 

Netherlands 85 Seychelles 75 
Sweden 85 Algeria 74 
Israel 85 Saudi Arabia 74 
Austria 85 Serbia 72 
New Zealand 85 Morocco 69 
Italy 84 Sri Lanka 67 
Czech Republic 84 Mauritius 66 
Slovenia 84 Albania 64 
Japan 83 Maldives 61 
Cuba 83 Bhutan 60 
Luxembourg 83 Philippines 58 
Thailand 82 Denmark 82 
United Arab Emirates 82   

  
https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/countries-with-universal-healthcare 
These countries are known to have some form of universal or free healthcare system in 
place, which provides medical care access to all citizens and often includes legal residents 
and foreigners. The specific implementation and services covered can vary greatly from 
one nation to another. It's important to note that 'free healthcare' often means publicly 
funded healthcare, where the costs are covered by tax revenue. While the service at the 
point of use is free, residents in these countries contribute to the healthcare system 
through taxes. 
  

https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/canada
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/denmark
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/south-korea
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/china
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/singapore
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/costa-rica
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/iceland
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/cyprus
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/germany
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/brazil
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/united-kingdom
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/croatia
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/portugal
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/argentina
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/australia
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/kuwait
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/norway
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/brunei
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/belgium
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/greece
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/switzerland
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/turkey
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/finland
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/malaysia
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/france
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/bahrain
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/spain
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/trinidad-and-tobago
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/trinidad-and-tobago
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/netherlands
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/seychelles
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/sweden
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/algeria
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/israel
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/saudi-arabia
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/austria
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/serbia
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/new-zealand
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/morocco
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/italy
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/sri-lanka
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/czech-republic
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/mauritius
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/slovenia
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/albania
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/japan
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/maldives
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/cuba
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/bhutan
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/luxembourg
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/philippines
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/thailand
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/denmark
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/united-arab-emirates
https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/countries-with-universal-healthcare
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https://www.datapandas.org/ranking/healthiest-countries#full-data 
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Global Health Rankings 2023 
 

Region Rank 
Spain 93 
Italy 92 
Iceland 91 
Japan 91 
Switzerland 91 
Sweden 90 
Australia 90 
Singapore 89 
Norway 89 
Israel 88 
France 87 
Austria 86 
Finland 86 
Netherlands 86 
South Korea 85 
United Kingdom 84 
Ireland 84 
Germany 83 
Slovenia 83 
Denmark 83 
Greece 82 
Belgium 80 
Cuba 75 
Costa Rica 73 
United States 73 
Bahrain 72 
China 63 

 
https://www.datapandas.org/ranking/healthiest-countries#full-data 
  

https://www.datapandas.org/ranking/healthiest-countries#full-data
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Source: https://www.datapandas.org/ranking/education-rankings-by-country 
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Education Rankings by Country Year – 2022 
 

Region Education Index 
Iceland 0.94 
Germany 0.92 
New Zealand 0.91 
Norway 0.91 
Denmark 0.91 
Finland 0.91 
Switzerland 0.90 
Slovenia 0.90 
Australia 0.90 
Canada 0.89 
Sweden 0.89 
United States 0.88 
Estonia 0.88 
Netherlands 0.88 
Russia 0.85 
Israel 0.84 
Austria 0.83 
Japan 0.83 
South Korea 0.80 
Singapore 0.77 
France 0.76 
Italy 0.73 
Iran 0.72 
Spain 0.72 
Costa Rica 0.67 
China 0.57 

 
Source: https://www.datapandas.org/ranking/education-rankings-by-country 

  

https://www.datapandas.org/ranking/education-rankings-by-country
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Countries with Free College 2024 

Country 
College Tuition 
(International) Details 

Cuba Standard (med 
excepted) 

Full fees, but international medical students with 
Bachelor's or equivalent may get scholarship 

Mexico Standard Full fees 

Egypt Standard Free for citizens, although system is in need of 
reform 

Philippines Standard Free to Filipinos 
Morocco Standard Full fees 

Sri Lanka Standard Full fees. Free to nationals who score in top 15%-
17% (approximate) on aptitude tests. 

New Zealand Standard 
Full fees. Slowly phasing in three years' free 
instruction for New Zealanders as well as 
Australians... 

  View More 
Uruguay Standard Full fees 
Trinidad and Tobago Standard Full fees 
Mauritius Standard Full fees 
Fiji Standard Full fees 

India Nominal fees Nominal fees for international students, but 
students are not allowed to work while attending 

Turkey Nominal fees Nominal fees 
Argentina Nominal fees Nominal fees 

Poland Nominal fees Free for EU/EAA students, nominal fees for 
internationals. Many programs in English 

Taiwan Nominal fees Nominal fees for internationals. Scholarships 
available. Classes may be in Mandarin 

Lebanon Nominal fees Nominal fees 

Estonia Nominal fees 
Nominal fees for internationals. Scholarships 
available. PhD programs free. 150+ programs taught 
in ... 

  View More 

Luxembourg Nominal fees Nominal fees. Most classes taught in English, 
German, or French 

Russia Limited 
Free to Russians and Belarusians with adequate 
grades. International slots are limited (15,000). 
Cla... 

https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/countries-
free-college 

 

https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/cuba
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/mexico
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/egypt
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/philippines
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/morocco
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/sri-lanka
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/new-zealand
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/uruguay
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/trinidad-and-tobago
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/mauritius
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/fiji
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/india
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/turkey
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/argentina
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/poland
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/taiwan
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/lebanon
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/estonia
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/luxembourg
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/russia
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Countries with Free College 2024 (Continued) 

Country 
College Tuition 
(International) Details 

Brazil Language-dependent Free, but must know Portuguese 
Czech 
Republic Language-dependent Free for classes taught in Czech. Courses in English have 

fees 

Iran Free w obligation Free, but grads must serve government for as many years 
as were needed to get degree 

Cyprus Free for 
undergraduates 

Undergraduate college students in Cyprus and EU 
students pay no tuition fees at public universities. 

Germany Free Free for undergrads from any country; may have small 
fee. Many courses in English, but some German-o… 

  View More 

Kenya Free Free w high scores on on aptitude exams. Limited 
availability 

Saudi 
Arabia Free Citzens of Saudi Arabia can attend public universities for 

free. 
United 
Arab 
Emirates 

Free UAE citizens can attend government institutions free of 
charge. 

Norway Free Free w/ one year completed or strong placement test 
score. Minimal fees. Most undergrad courses taug… 

Slovakia Free Public universities are free for residents and students 
from the EU. 

Kuwait Free Provides free higher education to Kuwaiti citizens at 
public universities. There are also scholarship… 

Panama Free Free to all. Spanish proficiency is helpful 

Lithuania Free Citizens of Lithuania and the EU can attend public 
universities for free. 

Brunei Free Offers free education at all levels, including higher 
education, for its citizens. 

Iceland Free Free for all nationalities except for minor registration fee. 
Most undergrad classes taught in Icela… 

France EU-dependent Free w minimal fees for EU/EEA. Fees for non-Euros 
rising, but scholarships available. Many courses … 

Italy EU-dependent Nominal fees (€900 and €4,000) for EU students 
Spain EU-dependent Free for EU, nominal fees for non-Europeans 

https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/countries-
free-college 

  

https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/brazil
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/czech-republic
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/czech-republic
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/iran
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/cyprus
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/germany
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/kenya
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/saudi-arabia
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/saudi-arabia
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/united-arab-emirates
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/united-arab-emirates
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/united-arab-emirates
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/norway
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/slovakia
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/kuwait
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/panama
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/lithuania
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/brunei
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/iceland
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/france
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/italy
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/spain
https://worldpopulationreview/
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Program for International Student Assessment 2022 
(PISA Scores)4 separate charts 

Region 
Overall 

Pisa 
Score 

Math 
Score 

Reading 
Score 

Science 
Score 

Singapore 560 575 543 561 
Macau 535 552 510 543 

     
Japan 533 536 516 547 

Taiwan 533 547 515 537 
South Korea 523 527 515 528 
Hong Kong 520 540 500 520 

Estonia 516 510 511 526 
Canada 506 497 507 515 
Ireland 504 492 516 504 

Switzerland 498 508 483 503 
Australia 497 487 498 507 
Finland 495 484 490 511 

New Zealand 495 479 501 504 
United 

Kingdom 494 489 494 500 

Poland 492 489 489 499 
Czech 

Republic 491 487 489 498 

Denmark 491 489 489 494 
United States 489 465 504 499 

Sweden 488 482 487 494 
Austria 486 487 480 491 

Belgium 486 489 479 491 
Germany 482 475 480 492 

Netherlands 480 493 459 488 
France 478 474 474 487 

Italy 477 471 482 477 
Spain 477 473 474 485 

Norway 474 468 477 478 
Israel 466 458 474 465 

 
https://www.datapandas.org/ranking/pisa-scores-by-country#full-data 

https://www.datapandas.org/ranking/pisa-scores-by-country#full-data
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Source: SIPRI-Milex-data-1948-2023.xlsx  Select tab “Share of Government Spending” 
Notes: Military expenditure by country as percentage of government spending, 1948-
2023         © SIPRI 2023 
Countries are grouped by region and subregion 
Figures are for military expenditure expressed as a percentage of general government 
expenditure, and are for calendar years except where otherwise stated. 
Data for general government expenditure are from the IMF World Economic Outlook, and 
include spending by all levels of govt.: central/federal, state/provincial/regional, 
municipal and local government, etc. 
Figures in blue are SIPRI estimates. Figures in red indicate highly uncertain data. 
". ." = data unavailable. "xxx" = country did not exist or was not independent during all or 
part of the year in question. 
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Share of Government Spending 2023 
 

Country 2023 
Ukraine 58.17% 
Singapore 18.03% 
Russia 16.14% 
Israel 14.59% 
Taiwan 13.64% 
Korea, South 11.10% 
United States of America 9.06% 
India 8.15% 
United Kingdom 5.15% 
Australia 5.06% 
China 4.97% 
Finland 4.44% 
Denmark 4.10% 
Norway 4.00% 
France 3.57% 
Netherlands 3.39% 
Spain 3.21% 
Canada 3.12% 
Germany 3.08% 
Sweden 3.06% 
Italy 3.04% 
Japan 2.82% 
Belgium 2.22% 

Source: SIPRI-Milex-data-1948-2023.xlsx  Select tab “Share of Government Spending” 
Notes: Military expenditure by country as percentage of government spending, 1948-2023         
© SIPRI 2023 
Countries are grouped by region and subregion 
Figures are for military expenditure expressed as a percentage of general government 
expenditure, and are for calendar years except where otherwise stated. 
Data for general government expenditure are from the IMF World Economic Outlook, and 
include spending by all levels of govt.: central/federal, state/provincial/regional, municipal 
and local government, etc. 
Figures in blue are SIPRI estimates. Figures in red indicate highly uncertain data. 
". ." = data unavailable. "xxx" = country did not exist or was not independent during all or 
part of the year in question. 
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THE GLOBAL WORK WEEK  
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Source: https://www.datapandas.org/ranking/average-workweek-by-country 

Primary source unknown 
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The Global Work Week: A Comparative Analysis 
 
 

Region Working  Per Week 
Iraq 30 
Netherlands 30 
Australia 32 
Austria 33 
Norway 33 
United Kingdom 33 
Belgium 34 
Denmark 34 
Germany 34 
Israel 34 
Finland 35 
France 35 
Italy 35 
Spain 35 
Sweden 35 
Canada 36 
Iceland 36 
Russia 36 
Switzerland 36 
Japan 37 
United States 37 

Source: https://www.datapandas.org/ranking/average-workweek-by-country 

Primary source unknown 
  

https://www.datapandas.org/ranking/average-workweek-by-country


51 
 

 

 

HOMELESSNESS  



52 
 

 

 

 
Source: https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/homelessness-by-
country#google_vignette 
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Homelessness 2024 
 

 
 
Homelessness by Country 202 

Country Percent 
Philippines 3.88% 
Canada 0.59% 
United Kingdom 0.55% 
France 0.50% 
Australia 0.46% 
Sweden 0.31% 
Germany 0.31% 
United States 0.19% 
China 0.18% 
Netherlands 0.18% 
Italy 0.16% 
Vietnam 0.16% 
India 0.12% 
Belgium 0.12% 
Denmark 0.10% 
Finland 0.07% 
Costa Rica 0.07% 
Norway 0.06% 
Spain 0.06% 
Israel 0.04% 
Russia 0.01% 

 
Source: https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/homelessness-by-
country#google_vignette 

https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/philippines
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/canada
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/united-kingdom
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/france
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/australia
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/sweden
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/germany
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/united-states
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/china
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/netherlands
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/italy
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/vietnam
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/india
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/belgium
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/denmark
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/finland
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/costa-rica
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/norway
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/spain
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/israel
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/russia
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